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(54) Method for measuring the concentration of polynucleotides 



(57) A method for measuring the concentration of 
polynucleotide in a sample comprising the steps of: (1) 
preparing a sample, a Raman scattering active agent 
capable of bonding to a polynucleotide and a surface- 
enhanced Raman scattering (SERS) active substrate 
capable of capturing the agent: (2) mixing the sample, 
the agent and the substrate to capture the agent which 
has not been bonded to polynucleotide on the surface 
of the substrate; (3) irradiating the mixture; and (4) 
measuring the SERS radiation which is generated by 
the agent captured on the surface of the substrate. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a method for measuring the concentration of poiynucfeotlde such as deoxyribo- 
nucleic acid (DNA) or ribonucleic acid (RNA) in a sample using surface-enhanced Raman scattering (SERS) and to a 
kit for use in such a method. 

Recent innovation in the field of genetic engineering has been remarkable. In particular, the deveiopment of a 
polymerase chain reaction (PGR) method has enabled the mass replication of target DNA. The PGR method is based 
on the principle that DNA polymerase does not function without a primer. The PGR method is used to amplify DNA in 
large amounts by repeating the following cycle: (1) DNA in a sample is heat denaturated resulting in single stranded 
DNA, (2) a primer is bonded to the DNA under reduced temperature and (3) the DNA is formed by thermo-stabte DNA 
polymerase under this condition. Gonsequently, target DNA can be prepared in large amounts by using a specific 
primer prepared by chemical synthesis or otherwise. In this method, the replication of target DNA is typically monitored 
by electrophoresis. 

However, electrophoresis is a complex and lengthy technique in which it is necessary to prepare a gel as a carrier 
and to pre-select a gel (size) for which PGR was carried out with regard to the size of DNA. Typically, a sample takes 
about 75 minutes to electrophorese and it is therefore not a rapid technique. The invention seeks to sofve these prob- 
lems and others in the known techniques for measuring polynucleotide concentration in a sample. 

Thus viewed from one aspect the present invention provides a method for measuring the presence of polynucle- 
otide in a sample comprising the steps of (1 ) preparing a sample, a Raman scattering active agent capable of bonding 
to a polynucleotide and a surface-enhanced Raman scattering (SERS) active substrate capable of capturing said agent; 
(2) mixing said sample, said agent and said substrate to capture said agent which has not been bonded to polynucle- 
otide on the surface of said substrate; (3) irradiating said mixture: and (4) measuring SERS radiation which is generated 
by said agent captured on the surface of said substrate. Preferabfy the method is used to determine the concentration 
of said polynucleotide. 

There are many known Raman scattering active agents. One particular agent which may be used in the present 
invention bonds to polynucleotide specifically and when it is added to the sample it will bond to any polynucleotide 
present in the sample. Any agent not bonded to polynucleotide is captured on the surface of the SERS active substrate. 
If the sample is irradiated, only the agent captured on the SERS active substrate generates SERS radiation, whilst the 
agent bonded to the polynucteottde generates no SERS radiation. Thus, the detected SERS radiation is inversely 
proportional to the concentration of polynucleotide in the sample, thereby allowing the concentration of the polynucle- 
otide to be determined. 

The agent and the substrate may be added at the same time or consecutively e.g. the agent may be added before 
the substrate. 

The method according to the invention is easy to carry out, since it comprises simple steps, i.e. preparing, mixing, 
irradiating and measuring. Moreover, the steps according to the method of the present invention may be carried out in 
a short timescale, since the bonding of the agent to polynucleotide, the capture of the agent on the surface of the 
substrate occur is rapid and the SERS radiation can be measured over a short period, e.g. of about 1 -2 seconds. 

In the present invention, the term "Raman activity" refers to Raman scattering or SERS generated by irradiation, 
and the term "the Raman scattering active agent which bonds to polynucleotide" refers to the agent capable of bonding 
to polynucleotide and exhibiting Raman activity. Further, "SERS active substrate* is a substrate capable of enhancing 
Raman scattering by capturing the agent on its surface. The agent may be captured by adsorption, by electrical ad- 
sorption (by supplying electric potential), or by reacting and bonding with a functional group on the substrate. 

The polynucleotide under investigation may be, for example, single stranded DNA, double stranded DNA, RNA, 
or a complex of RNA and DNA. The method of the present invention is effective on a sample which has been subjected 
to the PGR method (PGR product) or on a DNA sample. As mentioned above, the PGR method is used for amplifying 
target DNA. ff target DNA is not present in the sample, trace amounts of DNA would be found in the PGR product. 
Therefore, by measuring the SERS radiation in accordance with the method of the present invention, it may be deter- 
mined simply and rapidly whether or not the target DNA has been amplified. Further, the amount of amplified DNA can 
be measured provided a calibration curve has been prepared beforehand. 

In addition, the method of the present invention may usefully be applied to samples in which the amplification of 
DNA is carried out by the Strand displacement amplification method (SDA method) or by the Ligase chain reaction 
(LGR method) and in which the amplification of RNA is carried out using the Q(i replicase (Q|5 method). The SDA 
method includes the method described in Nucleic Acids Research, Vol.20. No. 7 1691-1696. The LGR method is that 
method in which thermo-stable DNA ligase which is not denaturated by heat (even at 94°G) is used. This method is 
based on the principle that for norma! DNA samples having no mismatches, the two kinds of oligonucleotide used are 
bonded by the DNA ligase, resulting in them functioning as a substrate in the next reaction cycle and DNA amplification. 
Where the DNA sample has mismatches, the reaction stops, since the two kinds of oligonucleotide are not able to bond. 

A RNA replicase which has high specificity to substrate RNA is used in the Q(i method. Firstly, the plasmid vector 
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connected to MDV-1 -RNA (RNA changing to DNA) is placed downstream of the promoter of T7 RNA polymerase and 
the DNA fragment to be amplified is inserted Into the MDV-1 (the fragment of about 20-800bp can be inserted into it). 
After it is cut by using a restriction enzyme, the DNA fragment is charged to RNA by using T7 RNA polymerase. The 
MDV'1 -RNA in which the DNA fragment is inserted can be amplified by repeating the replicative cycle with Q() replicase. 

5 In addition, the method of the present invention may usefully be applied to samples in which the amplification of 

DNA or RNA is carried out by a 3SR method, a NASBA method, a CPR method, a SIR method or the like. The NASBA 
method is an RNA replication method and the other methods are DNA replication methods. 

For measuring the concentration of double stranded DNA (including a sample treated by a DNA replication method) 
in accordance with the invention, the agent may be 4', 6 - diamidino - 2 - phenylindole (DAPI) which is shown in formula 

10 1 below, ethidium bromide (EtBr), thiazole orange, bisbenzimide (Hoechst 33258, product of Hoechst AG) which is 
shown in formuia 2 below and acridine orange. In addition. S YBR Green i (Molecular Probes Co. . Ltd. ) may be included. 
It is preferable that the chosen agent is DAPI, since it bonds to double stranded DNA to form a complex but barely 
bonds to other material such as RNA. Therefore, double stranded DNA can be selectively detected by DAPI. 

<Formula 1> 




<Formula 2> 




40 For measuring the concentration of RNA in accordance with the invention, the agent may include, e.g. EtBr, thiazole 

orange, bisbenzimide (Hoechst 33258, product of Hoechst AG) which is shown in formula 2 and acridine orange. 
Additionally, SYBR Green II (Molecular Probes Co., Ltd.) may be included. Among the materials mentioned above, 
SYBR Green II bonds to RNA more selectively to form a complex. 

For measuring the concentration of single stranded DNA in accordance with the invention SYBR Green II may be 
used as the agent. 

For measuring the concentration of a complex of RNA and DNA an agent which bonds to DNA and/or RNA may 
be used as the agent. 

In the present invention, the SERB active substrate may be, for example, a silver colloid, a gold colloid, a copper 
colloid, an electrode or a metal plate, preferably a metal colloid such as silver colloid and gold colloid which may be 
50 simpiy manufactured and easily treated. 

The kit of the present invention comprises a reagent R1 having the agent and a reagent R2 having the substrate. 
The measurement of the concentration of polynucleotide in the present invention can be carried out more rapidly and 
easily by using this kit. 

With regard to the drawings attached hereto: 

55 

Figure 1 shows schematically a series of manipulations of one embodiment of the invention in which the method 
was applied to the PGR: 

Figure 2 shows a graph of SERB radiation of one embodiment of the present invention; 
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I Figure 3 shows a graph of SERS radiation of one embodiment of the present invention: 

Figure 4 shows a graph of SERS radiation in the case of using only DAPI: 
i Figure 5 shows a graph of SERS radiation in the case of using only DNA; 

i Figure 6 is a graph showing the relationship between SERS radiation and DNA concentration in another embod- 

::i 5 iment of the present invention; and 

I Figure 7 shows a graph of SERS radiation in another embodiment of the present invention. 

^ Figure 1 shows an example in which the present invention was applied to a sample upon which PGR had been 

carried out, in the example on the right side, PGR had been carried out for samples in which target DNA was not 
10 present (i.e. non-target DNA (1)), and on the left side, PGR had been carried out for samples in which target DNA (2) 
was present. 

As shown in Figure 1 (a) a DNA sample was initially prepared. Primers (3) and (4). DNA polymerase (not shown 
in this Figure) and deoxyribonucleotidetriphosphate (dNTR not shown in this Figure) were added to the sample. When 
the sample was heated, DNA was denaturated and dissociated to single stranded DNA. On cooling, the primers were 
IS bonded to the target DNA complementally but not to the other DNA. As shown in Figure (b). extension occurred in the 
target DNA by the DNA polymerase. However, it did not occur in the DNA to which primers did not bond. When a series 
of manipulations were repeated about 20-30 times, the target DNA was amplified in large amounts as shown in Figure 
(b). The other DNA was not amplified at all. 
^ As shown in Figure (c), when the agent (5) wh ich bonded to polynucleotide was added to the samples, it intercalated 

20 into the double stranded DNA. Consequently there was a lot of double stranded DNA in the target DNA sample as 
shown in the Figure, and almost all of the agents were bonded to the double stranded DNA. On the contrary in the 
sample not comprising the target DNA, the greater part of the agent was present in the sample in free stale, since 
there was almost no double stranded DNA. A silver colloid (SERS active substrate) (6) was added to the samples as 
shown in Figure (d). As a result, no agent was captured by the silver colloid (even if there was any, it can be ignored 
25 as trace amount), since the agent was bonded to the DNA in the target DNA sample as shown in the Figure. However, 
the silver colloid captured the agent which was presertt in free state in the sample. 

Under this condition, when the sample was irradiated, SERS radiation was faintly observed or not observed in the 
target DNA sample. On the other hand, strong SERS radiation was observed in the sample not comprising target DNA. 
In other words, the results indicated that target DNA was not present in the sample and that target DNA was present 
30 in the sample in which SERS radiation was faintly observed or not observed. 

Thus, according to the present invention, measuring the concentration of polynucleotide is possible in a short 
timescale without complicated manipulations such as gel and buffer solution preparation in electrophoresis. 

Irradiation and conventional measurement of SERS radiation may be carried out using conventional Raman scat- 
tering measurement apparatus. The conditions of the measurement are determined by the type and dosage of agent 
55 used, the concentration of the polynucleotide, etc. The intensity of the argon ion laser is generally in the range 5m W- 
100mW. In the present invention, it is preferable that the SERS active substrate is added to the sample in excess of 
the agent. 

I n the present invention, it is preferable that the weight ratio between the polynucleotide and the agent is determined 
beforehand, so that the SERS radiation intensity in cases where the target DNA is present and the intensity in cases 
40 where the target DNA is not present can be clearly distinguished. The weight ratio is determined by the characteristics 
of the polynucleotide and the agent. For example, when the polynucleotide is double stranded DNA and the agent is 
DAPI, the weight ratio is generally DNA/DAPI = 0.1-0.5. 

The kit according to the present invention comprises a reagent R1 comprising a Raman scattering active agent 
capable of bonding to polynucleotide and a reagent R2 comprising SERS active substrate capable of capturing the 
^5 agent. 

The reagent R1 may include components other tha:^ the agent. The reagent R2 may also include, for example, 
stabilizers such as polyphosphoric acid, polyvinyl alcohol (PVA). polyvinyl-pyrrolidone (PVP), surfactant and the like. 

The kit according to the invention enables the measurement of the concentration of polynucleotide to be carried 
out rapidly and easily, since the proper amount of the necessary components have been prepared and thus it is not 
50 necessary to prepare the reagents each time the measurement is carried out as in the conventional method. 

In the above description, the polynucleotide is double stranded DNA which has been amplified by PGR. However 
the present invention should not be limited to the example. The present invention may be equally applied to double 
stranded DNA amplified by the SDA method or by the LCR method, to RNA, to RNA amplified by the Q(i method, to 
single stranded DNA or to a complex of RNA and DNA. The same steps as mentioned above may be carried out with 
55 an agent suitably selected according to the kind of polynucleotide under investigation. 

The following Examples are intended to illustrate the invention in a non-limiting manner: 
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EXAMPLE A 

First, a PGR buffer was prepared by dissolving the reagents shown below into purified water (II). 



(The PGR Buffer Composition) 


Tris - HCI (pH8.3) 


lOOmM 


KCI 


500mM 


MgCIa 


15mM 



The PGR reaction solution was prepared by adding the materials shown below to 10 ^il of the PGR buffer. The 
primers 1 and 2 shown below have the complementary sequence to the following X DNA. 

(Mixed materials) 

dNTP (dATP. dCTP. dGTR dTTR 2.5mM) : 8 ^1 
primer 1 (20pmol/jil) : 

Sequence : 5* -GATGAGTTCGTGTCCGTACAACT-S* 

primer 2(20pmol/fil) : 1|al 

Sequence : 5* -CCACATCCATACCGGGTTTCAC-3' 

TaqDNA polymerase (50U/(il) : 0.5 ^( 
DNA(XDNA, ^^g/rr)\) : lju! 
distilled water : 78.5 |iil 

Using this PGR reaction solution, PGR was carried out by the following cycle. 
(PGR Cycle) 

Step a (94*^ 10 minutes) : 1 cycle 

Step b (94'*C, 1 minute) Step c (68^C. 4 minutes) : 30 cycles 
Step d (68*C, 7 minutes) : 1 cycle 

DNA purification was carried out, i.e. first, the PGR product was etectrophoresed using an agarose-gel (150mA, 
2 hours) whereby the target DNA fraction was separated out. The gel portion having the band of the target DNA was 
cut and ejected. The gel was put into a dialysis tube with the TBE buffer and both ends of the tube were closed with 
sealers. The dialysis tube was installed in the electrophoresis bath so that the major axis of the dialysis tube was at 
right angles to the direction of the electric field. The bath was filled with TBE buffer and energized (150mA, 3 hours). 
After energizing, the TBE buffer recovered from the dialysis tube was transferred to a centrifuging tube and precipitation 
was carried out with ethanol, The precipitate was dissolved in distilled water. The solution was purified DNA sample. 

Next, 15 \x\ DAPl aqueous solution (concentration : 10*4mol/l) was mixed with 25 of the DNA sample. 360 |^l 
silver colloid aqueous solution (concentration : 0. 1 7 mg/ml) was mixed with the mixture solution to prepare the test 
sample. In the test sample, the SERB radiation was measured using an argon ion laser (laser intensity : 50mW) with 
514.6 nm excitation wavelength and 5 seconds exposure time. The result is shown in curve (a) of Figure 2. 

In Figure 2.. the vertical axis in the graph shows the intensity of the SERS radiation and the horizontal axis shows 
the wave number of the SERS radiation. Figures 3, 4, 5 and 7 are presented in the same manner. 

Comparative Example 1 

PGR was carried out and the SERS radiation was measured in the same manner as in Example A but using 1 i^l 
distilled water instead of DNA solution. The result is shown in cun/e (b) of Figure 2. 
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(Control 1 and 2) 

Control 1 : the example using 40 ^il DAPt aqueous solution (concentration : (0-Snnol/l) instead of the mixture solution. 
Control 2 : the example measuring SERS radiation of 40|i1 double stranded DN A aqueous solution without DAPI 
S and silver colloid. . 

The other conditions and manipulations of Control 1 and 2 were identical to Example A. The result of Control 1 is 
shown in Figure 4 and the result of Control 2 in Figure 5. 

According to the results of Example A. Comparative Example 1 , Control 1 and 2, it can be said that: as shown in 
curve (a) of Figure 2. in Exampte A in which DNA was amplified by PGR, the SERS radiation was slightly measured, 

10 since almost all DAPI was intercalated into the DNA. thereby only trace amounts of DAPI were captured by the silver 
colloid. On the other hand, as shown in cun^e (b) in Figure 2. in Comparative Example 1 in which DNA was not amplified 
by PGR, strong SERS radiation was measured/ since almost all DAPI was captured by the silver colloid. Furthermore, 
the peak of SERS radiation in Comparative Example 1 conformed with that in Control 1 shown in Figure 4. Additionally 
as shown in Figure 5, SERS radiation was not measured in Control 2. According to these results, it may be said that 

IS the presence of target DNA in the sample was judged easily and rapidly by using the method of the invention. 

EXAMPLE B 

PGR was carried out in the same manner as in Example A and the PGR product was purified. 5 ^il DAPI aqueous 
20 solution (concentration : lO'^ mot/I) was mixed with 35 \x\ of the purified DNA sample. 360|ai silver colloid aqueous 
solution (concentration : 0. 1 7 mg/ml) was mixed with the mixture solution to prepare the test sample. In the test sample, 
the SERS radiation was measured using an argon ion laser (laser Intensity : 50m W) with 514.5 nm excitation wave- 
length and 5 seconds exposure time. The result is shown in curve (a) of Figure 3. 

26 Comparative Example 2 

PGR and DNA purification were carried out and SERS radiation was measured in the same manner as in Example 
B but using 1 ^\ distilled water instead of DNA solution. The result is shown in curve (b) of Figure 3. 

According to the results of Example B and Comparative Example 2, it can be said that as shown in cun/e (a) of 
30 Figure 3, in Example 8 (in which DNA was amplified by PGR) SERS radiation was not detected, since DAPI was almost 
completely intercalated into DNA and was not captured by the silver colloid. On the other hand, as shown in curve (b) 
of Figure 3, in Comparative Example 2 in which DNA was not amplified by PGR, strong SERS radiation was measured, 
since almost all DAPI was captured by the silver colloid. 

EXAMPLE C 

SERS radiation was measured in the same manner as in Example A but using the following mixture solution as a 
test sample. Th^ irdxture solution was prepared by mixing 15|^1 DAPI aqueous solution with 25\x\ DNA aqueous solutions 
having various DNA concentrations. The result is shown in Figure 6. In this Figure, the vertical axis shows the intensity 
40 of SERS radiation and the horizontal axis shows DNA concentration. 

As shown in Figure 6. the intensity of SERS radiation decreased linearly as the DNA concentration increased. This 
graph which can be used as a calibration curve enables, for example, not only the determination of the presence of 
target DNA in the sample treated by PGR, but also the measurement of DNA concentration in the PGR product. 

EXAMPLE D 

In Example D, the same manipulations as in Example A were carried out under the same conditions as in Example 
A without DNA purification. The result is shown in curve (a) of Figure 7. 

In Comparative Example 2, the same manipulations as Example A were carried out under the same conditions as 
50 in Comparative Example 1 without DNA purification. The result is shown in curve (b) of Figure 7. 

As shown in Figure 7, the SERS radiation in Example D in which DNA is present in large amounts can be distin- 
guished clearly from the SERS radiation in Comparative Example 2 in which almost no DNA is present. From this 
result, the method of the present invention enables the concentration of polynucleotide in PGR products in which the 
purification of DNA was not carried out to be measured. 
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SEQUENCE I.rSTlNO 



(1) GENERAL INFORMATION: 

(i) APPLICANT: 

(A) NAME: Kyoto Daiichi Ragaku Co., Ltd. 

(B) STREET: 57, Nishiaketa-cho, Higashikujo, 
Minami-ku, 

Kyoto-shi 

(C) CITY: Kyoto 601 

(E) COUNTRY: Japan 

(F) POSTAL CODE (ZIP); Kyoto 601 

(ii) TITLE OF INVENTION: Method for measuring the 
coiicentration of 

polynucleotides 

(iii) NUxVlBER OF SEQUENCES: 2 

(iv) COMPUTER READABLE FORM; 

(A) .MEDIUM TYPE: Floppv disk 

(B) COMPUTER: IBM PC compatible 

(C) OPER^\TING SYSTEM: PC-DOS/MS-DOS 

(D) SOFTWARE; Patentin Release n.O, Version #1.30 

(EPO) 

(v) CURRENT APPLICATION DATA: 
APPLICATION NUMBER: EP 97308 191.6 



(2) INFORivL'\TI0N FOR SEQ ID NO; 1: 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS; 

(A) LENGTH: 23 base pairs 

(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 

(C) STRANDEDNESS: single 

(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) -VIOLECULE TYPE: other nucleic acid 
(A) DESCRIPTION: /desc = "synthetic 

oligonucleotide" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO: 1: 

GATGAG'ITCG TGTCCGTACA ACT 
23 
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(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO: 2: 

5 (i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 

(A) LENGTH: 22 base pairs 

(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 

(C) STRANDEDNESS: single 

(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: other nucleic acid 
(A) DESCRIPTION: /desc = "synthetic 
oligonucleotide" 

IS 



(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO: 2: 

ccacatcx:at accgggt^fi c ac 

22 

25 

Claims 

1. A method for measuring the presence of polynucleotide in a sample, comprising the steps of: 

30 

preparing a sample, a Raman scattering active agent capable of bonding to a polynucleotide and a surface- 
enhanced Raman scattering (SERS) active substrate capable of capturing said agent; 
mixing said sample, said agent and said substrate to capture said agent which has not been bonded to poly- 
nucleotide on the surface of said substrate: 
3S irradiating said mixture: and 

measuhng SERS radiation which Is generated by said agent captured on the surface of said substrate. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the concentration of said polynucleotide is measured. 

40 3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2. wherein the polynucleotide is double stranded deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). 

4. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the sample is one or more of the samples selected from the group 
consisting of a sample treated by the polymerase chain reaction (PGR), a sample treated by the Strand displace- 
ment amplification (SDA) method and a sample treated by Ligase chain reaction (LCR) method. 

45 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the polynucleotide is ribonucleic acid (RNA). 

6. A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the sample is treated by the Q[J method with Q(5-replicase. 
50 7. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the polynucleotide is single stranded DNA. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2.. wherein the polynucleotide is a complex of RNA and DNA. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1 , 2, 3 or 4, wherein said agent is one or more of the agents selected from the group 
ss consisting of 4', 6 - diamidino - 2 - phenylindole, ethidlum bromide, bisbenzimide and acridine orange. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 1 , 2, 5 or 6, wherein said agent is one or more of the agents selected from the group 
consisting of ethidlum bromide, thiazole orange, bisbenzimide and acridine orange. 
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11, A method as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein said substrate is one or more of the substrates selected 
from the group consisting of a silver colloid, a gold colloid, a copper colloid, an electrode and a metal plate. 

12 A kit for measuring the concentration of polynucleotide in a sample, connprising a reagent R1 comprising a Rannan 
' radiation scattering active agent capable of bonding to polynucleotide and a reagent R2 comprising a SERS active 
substrate capable of capturing the agent. 
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